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 The club assembly to discuss attendance at weekly 
Club Business:

meetings has been rescheduled for a week in 
September. 

 Orders for the Faddigan’s Nursery bulb sale must 
th

be sent by Friday, September 10 . E-mail Keith 
Hornbrook if you wish to place an order.

 Bob Van Alstine passed out a printed copy of an 
updated Club membership Directory to each 
member in attendance. 

 Keith Hornbrook thanked Marshall Barrett for 
acting as Sergeant At-Arms. 

 Each member should check their contact 
information on ClubRunner and let 
Bob Van Alstine know if it is not correct. 

 Next week the power ball drawing is for $276.00.
 Next week we will have a club assembly in which 

we will discuss how we can improve attendance at 
weekly meetings. 

Why Attendance at Weekly Meetings Is Important -
By Chuck Ries

Read the attached and learn why Chuck Ries takes 
time out from his busy schedule to attend weekly 
Rotary meetings, and how he plans his time so he can 
attend them.   
Invocation: Julie DeFruscio
Song: Chuck Ries - You Are My Sunshine

Anniversaries: none
Birthdays: Linda Tremblay 
Visiting Rotarians: none 
Guests: Steve Ries

Big Bucks
Mystery Raffle: Marshall Barrett 
Powerball: Marshall Barrett was not successful.
50/50: Bob Van Alstine 

Rotarians Present: 
Barrett, Brooks, DeFruscio, Demers, Doemel, Farrell, 
Hornbrook, McDonald, Mitola, Ries, E. Tremblay, 
L. Tremblay, and Van Alstine

Good News/Bad News:
The following members paid happy/ sad dollars:

Colin Demers because one of his daughters is in 
France, and another has a new apartment in Boston; 
Dave Mitola for missed meetings, and because he had 
to leave his first board meeting early; Mike Brooks 
because the Orioles are ‘on the move’; Ed Tremblay for 
missing the August board meeting, and because the 
Bridge Avenue Bridge in Cohoes is open; Marshall 
Barrett for Jack Farrell’s new bride; and Steve Ries 
because he has a son in kindergarten, and a daughter 
in 3

rd
grade. 

Events/ Information:
 The August 2010 issue of the Toolbox is available. 
 October 23, 2010 - Rotary Leadership Institute, 

Siena College in Loudonville. 
 December 8, 2010 - "A Christmas Carol"
Foundation Event, Cohoes Music Hall 6 to 11PM.
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Why Attendance at Weekly Meetings Is Important
By Chuck Ries

I have been a member of the Cohoes Rotary Club since 1970. During my forty years, I have 
realized how important it is to attend as many weekly meetings as possible.  This allows me to 
maintain personal contact with fellow Rotarians and their guests, as well as keep abreast of 
various assundry local and international projects and not-for-profit organizations that we attempt 
to support. Attending meetings allows me to make and maintain friendships with a broad 
spectrum of people that I would not otherwise have an opportunity to meet.  During my years in 
Rotary, I have actually considered some of the older members to be mentors.  

I have a very busy legal practice that requires a great deal of attention, both in handling 
transactional matters for clients as well as court appearances.  Despite my busy schedule, I 
attempt to organize my appointments so that I can set aside the time to attend Rotary meetings.  
My staff is aware of this and do their best to help me in this regard.  There are times when the 
rush of business will not allow me to attend meetings and times that I have to leave a meeting 
early.  

Failure to make meetings has a financial impact upon the club.  We must pay for a minimum 
number of lunches and if attendance is low, it costs the club money.  Also, not being there results 
in less money for the raffles that we conduct.  Failure to attend does have a financial impact upon 
our bottom line, and does result in less money for the good that we do.
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