
Rota-Briefs
Rotary Club of Cohoes - A Subsidiary of Rotary International      September 15, 2010

Invocation: Ed Tremblay 
Song: Keith Hornbrook – Home on the Range 

Anniversaries: none
Birthdays: none
Visiting Rotarians: Byron Moak 
Guests: none

Big Bucks
Mystery Raffle: Peggy O’ Shea 
Powerball: Colin Demers was not successful.

Rotarians Present:
Barrett, DeFruscio, Demers, Doemel, Farrell, 
Hornbrook, McDonald, Mitola, Musiker, O’ Shea, Ries, 
E. Tremblay and Van Alstine

Good News/Bad News:
The following members paid happy/ sad dollars:

Bob Van Alstine because the Yankees won last 
night; Dave Mitola because his brother is getting 
married; Peggy O’Shea because Jack Farrell got 
married; Colin Demers because the Century House is 
having a reception to celebrate having served 100,000 
meals to those in need; Chuck Ries because this 
coming weekend he is going to Washington to visit 
relatives; Ed Tremblay because the Annual Fall 
Festival is this weekend; and Keith Hornbrook because 
he is visiting his parents this weekend. 

Events/ Information:
 The September 2010 issue of the Toolbox is 

available. 
 September 16, 2010 - Reception for Having 

Served 100,000 Meals, 5 to 7 pm at the Century 
House. 

 September 17 - 18,   Kiwanis Club of Cohoes Fall 
Festival at Van Schaick Island: Friday - 5 to 11 pm, 
Saturday - Noon to 11 pm. 

 October 23, 2010 - Rotary Leadership Institute, 
Siena College in Loudonville. 

 December 8, 2010 - "A Christmas Carol"
Foundation Event, Cohoes Music Hall 6 to 11PM.

Club Business:
 Bob Van Alstine to e-mail questions regarding 

attendance at weekly meetings to club members
who were not here today. 

 Keith Hornbrook, Bob Van Alstine and Chuck Ries
to meet and analyze the input received from club 
members regarding weekly meeting attendance. 

 Next week the power ball drawing is $285.00.

Attendance at Weekly Meetings:
Input from club members regarding attendance at 

weekly meetings, see attached. 

The 4-Way Test:
One of the most widely printed and quoted statements 

of business ethics in the world is the Rotary "4-Way 
Test."

The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and 
has been translated into more than 100 languages and 
published in thousands of ways. The message should 
be known and followed by all Rotarians. "Of the things 
we think, say or do: 1. Is it the TRUTH? 2. Is it FAIR to 
all concerned? 3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned?"
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Rota-Briefs
Attachment to September 15, 2010 Newsletter 

The following is input from club members regarding attendance at weekly meetings. It 
and 

Attendance at Weekly Meetings 

represents the responses thirteen members who attended the club assembly others who 
provided their input by e-mail.

We asked each member to respond to each of the questions below. A count of the number 
of members who responded to a question the same way is also shown. 

Question/ Response Count
1. What is holding you back from attending more weekly meetings?




Meetings are too long. 7

Meetings at work that are beyond my control are scheduled at noon. 3
3 Distance to commute, and out of town business. 

 Other duties, employees calling, etc make attending a weekly meeting difficult. 1

 1Unplanned meetings with clients.
 Business emergencies.

2.

1

What makes weekly meetings worth attending?



Good speakers 7

Camaraderie 5

 Good company 2

One time during the week that that you can get away from the office.  1
1Singing

 Location 1

 Meeting people, becoming part of the community 1

 Discuss ways we can help others. 

3.

1

What can we do to encourage better attendance at weekly meetings?



Good Speakers 3
3Bi-weekly meetings 

ngs More special meeti - a specific purpose.
.

 2
2One hour meeting

 Meeting once a month. 1
1Members talk about their business or expertise. 

 Dinner meetings 1

 More educational related speaker topics based on a theme, e.g. social 
networking.

1

Other Suggestions:



We need to do service projects, not just giving money to other organizations.  5

Advertise in the local newspaper upcoming theme based speakers. 1
1Offer alternatives to weekly meetings.

 Institute a fine for missed meetings. 1

 1Plan ahead for speakers and announce them in advance.
 1Institute a fine for coming late to a meeting.
 1Speaker presentation while the club members are eating.
 1Have one really good speaker a month.
 1Use an event calendar at weekly meetings as we did when Colin was president.
 1Call a fellow Rotarian to see if they are going to the forth coming meeting. 
 1Have meetings at alternate times, e.g. breakfast. 
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